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REIDENTIFICATION OF TRAVERSODONTOIDES
WANGWUENSIS YOUNG

Sun Ailin

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Palecantihropology, Academia Sinica)

Traversodontoides wangwuensis was deseribed and classified as a member of
Traversodontidae of Cynodontia by C. C. Young (1974). According to the field re-
cord, the specimen was excavated from the Upper Er-Ma-Ying Series, but unfortunate-
ly no other vertebrate fossils were accompanied.

The skull of this specimen had been further prepared. All the features it
shows suggest strongly a Baeuria -like animal rather than a cvnodont. It could be
demonstrated by the following evidences.

a. Frontal contributes to the orbital border, prefrontal is separated from the
postorbital by the frontal.

b. Postorbital bar is incomplete.

¢. Lacerymal does not meet nasal.

d. A pair of developed suborbital fossa are present on palate.

e. Neither high coronoid process nor angular process exists on dentary.

f.  Jugal arch is not so deep as in eynodonts.

Traversodontoides wangwuensis could be compared to Bauria cynops in following
points.

a. Snout is not so elongate as in the therocephalians.

b. Postorbital bar is incomplete, and no postorbital projection on jugal arch as
well.

c. Secondary palate is formed mainly by maxilla and probably premaxilla.

d. Suborbital fossa is round and anteriorly positioned.

e. Occiput is concave with sharp oceipital erest.

f. Posteanine crowns with worn surfaces are transversely widened and closely con-

tacted with each other,

e. Dentary has a peculiar curvature at the end part of the dentition ag that of
Bawria,

Nevertheless, it is also different from Bauwria by the presence of a distinet pineal
foramen, the structure of the anterior part of intertemporal region, the truncate
posterior border of parietals and the less widened posteanine crowns. This animal is
also distinguished by its large size, even larger than Bawrie robusta.

Consequently, the name of this genus and species should be retained but removed
from Traversodontidae of Cynodontia to Bauriidae of Bauriamorpha.



