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A NEW TILLODONT-LIKE MAMMAL FROM THE PALEOCENE
OF NANXIONG BASIN, GUANGDONG

Zhang Yu-ping

(Institute of Vertebrate- Palacontology and Palaecanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Summary

Dysnoetodon gen. et sp. nov. described here was a Paleocene mammal of small
size, kmown from the upper part of the Shanghu formation, the fossils were: collected
in 1973 by a team of IVPP.

Order ?Tillodontia
Family incertae sedis
Dysnoetodon minuta gen. et sp. nov.

Types: A maxilla and associated lower jaw (V5837) and a left M* (V5838).

Horizon and Locality: Upper part of Shanghu formation, Lofochai group;
Zengde’ao Zhuje commune, Nanxiong, Guarigdong. A ’

Diagnosis: Upper molars short and wide, eet(_)loph \indi_sti;nctly ““W?”’shaped, me-
tastyle more developed.than parastyle, protocone erect, paraconule more developed than
metaconule, hypocone shelf distinet; premolars simple, rather narrow and long.

Lower molars rectangular in outline and with well developed double V-shaped
lophids, trigonid higher than talonid, Ms; with a long talonid; lower premolars laterally
flattened, the firstcone high, paraconid and metaconid incipiently developed.

Remarks: Dysnoetodon is quite peeculiar in many respects of its molar structure.
It resembles Primates, Insectivora and Creodonta in various respects in the general
form of upper molars, but the lower molars differ greatly from those of these groups.
It shows some resemblance to the Pantolambda in the shape of lower molars, but is
much smaller in size and quite unlike it in the characters of lower premolars.

To some extent Dysnoetodon resembles more to the tillodonts, especially in the
shape of lower molars. In comparison with Esthonyr (E. bisulestus), Dysnoetodon
has less-molariformed P.. Taken as a whole the new form appears to be closer to the
tillodonts.
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