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Fig-1 Core and flakes made by hard hamm er percussion technique fran Huanglong Cave
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Fig-3 Sane retouched artifacts fron Huanglong Cave
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of raw materials of Huanglong Cave
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Abstract

The Huanglong Cave site discovered in 2004, is an important paleoanthropological site of Late Pleistocene in
China It has been excavated by a joint archeological tean consisting of archaeologists fran the Institute of
Veriebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology ( Chinese Academy of Sciences). the Institute of A rcheology and
Culmal Relics of Hubei Province and the Cultuiral Bureau of Yunxi County for three excavation seasons fran 2004
to 2006. A large mumber of hunan fossils( human teeth), mammalian faunal remains and thirty-eight stone artifacts
were unearthed in the past three field seasons U-series and ESR dating of the culumal layer indicate that the
human activities at the site took place in the early Late Pleistocene( ca 100ka).

The stone assemblage includes stone hammers(2), core(1l), flakes(9), chunks(7), debris(4). bipolars(2)s
and retouched tools (13). Stone maw materials exploited at the site were locally available fran the vein from
adjoining 1ock and cobbles fran ancient rivetbeds outside the cave The vein quartz and quartzite is the dan inant
raw material used for producing stone artifacts at the site D ifferent strategies were nvolved in dealing with different
raw materials Quartz and quartzite were processed at the site and the cobbles may have been flaked samewhere
else The principal flaking technique at the site is direct hammer percussion followed by bipolar technique M ost
artifacts are snall and medium in size Major blanks for tool fabrication are flakes and cobbles Scrapers are the
dan inating tool type together with choppers picks burin and awl Modified tools appear to be retouched by direct
hanm er percussion mostly unifically retouched on the one end and dorsal surface of blanks It can be concluded
that the Huanglong Cave industry bears the features of transition zone between the South and North China

Fram the study of mammalian fauna it should be noted that the human were living in evergreen broad -leaved
forests m ixed with banboo forests an environment of north margin of tropical zone The choppers and picks are
efficient workking m forest areas for digging rots On the contrary lightduty tools with sharp edges as light~
scrapers awl and burin were more convenient to scrape and cut during hunting or scavenging in the areas The
sevenleen seeds of Euphoibiaceae excavaled fran the cave indicate that early human took up gathering as living
strategy to a certain extent Furthemore it can be inferred fran the fragnented fossils as well as the cutmarks and
percussion matks preserved on the bone surfaces that the hunting and dismembering activities were adopted by
human i the cave In conclusion the results indicate that there had been an episode of human occupation in the

cave which provides mportant data in revealing the adaptive behaviors adopted by early human at the area

Key words Late Pleistocene lithic technique adaptive behavior Huanglong Cave



