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Fig. 2 A geological sketch map of Hualongdong site
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Table 2 The results of clay minerals analysis in sediments at Hualongdong cave

/%
/em
(K> © (I (1/S S (%S
HLDI-1 10 10 9 31 50 — 7
1 HLD1-2 20 6 7 14 73 — —
HLDI1-3 30 6 5 30 60 — —
HLDI1-4 40 5 6 20 69 — 6
HLD2-1 50 4 4 48 44 — 5
HLD2-2 60 2 3 29 66 — —
HLD2-3 70 4 3 34 59 — —
HLD2-4 80 3 3 54 40 — —
HLD2-5 90 4 4 36 56 — 6
2 HLD2-6 100 3 6 34 57 — 8
HLD2-7 110 8 6 21 65 — 8
HLD2-8 120 7 7 21 65 — —
HLD2-9 130 10 9 25 56 — —
HLD2-10 140 7 9 24 60 — —
HLD3-1 150 7 7 24 62 — —
3 HLD3-2 160 10 10 29 51 — 5
HILD3-3 170 8 9 13 70 — —
HLD3-4 180 6 7 22 65 — 5
HLD4-1 190 8 11 34 47 — 7
HILD4-2 200 7 6 30 57 — 7
HLD4-3 210 6 8 32 54 — 5
! HLD4-4 220 8 10 42 40 — 5
HILD4-5 230 9 10 23 58 — -
HLD4-6 240 7 7 51 35 - —
"t ; 0. 62 %51 .
T— ; o «C 1—2 ) ,
M— Fe'" /Fe’ Si0,  FeO 48, 10%
; 0.99%, ( 3—4 ) 24. 90 %
m— Fe'' /Fe?! . 0.52% , Al O, Fe, O,
Axios mAX X 16.56% 7. 22%,
. GB/T14506. 14-2010¢ 6.65% 2.78% ; Si0, /AL O,
14 : ) GB/ Si0, /Fe, O, ,
T14506. 28-2010¢ 28 . ,
.14 e o
. . 3, . 2 4
, Ti0O, (—10. 25 °C), 34
0.62%, 12. 02 C,
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Table 3 The oxides analysis and the estimated paleo-temperature of the sediments at Hualongdong cave

SO AL O; TiO, Fe, Oy FeO S0,/ S0,/ Feit
/% /% /% /% /% Al Oy Fe; 05 /Fe?t /°C
1-1 10 49. 42 16. 04 0. 85 7. 31 217 3. 08 6. 76 3. 37 —3. 07
1 1-2 20 47. 41 16. 17 0. 81 7. 29 211 2.93 6. 50 3. 45 —2.15
1-3 30 59. 37 13 12 0. 85 6. 17 1 22 4,53 9. 62 5 06 9. 24
1-4 40 49, 47 14. 79 0. 79 6. 56 0. 99 3. 34 7. 54 6. 63 1505
2-1 50 48, 20 16. 48 0. 79 7. 08 0. 54 2. 92 6. 81 13 11 24, 33
2-2 60 43. 22 15. 84 0. 70 6. 88 0. 50 2.73 6. 28 13. 76 24, 77
2-3 70 45, 83 15. 87 0. 74 6. 79 0. 79 2. 89 6. 75 8 59 19. 35
2-4 80 36. 85 14. 43 0. 61 6. 13 0. 48 2. 55 6. 01 12. 77 24, 07
2-5 90 44, 29 19. 63 0. 71 8 47 0. 94 2. 26 5. 23 9. 01 20. 01
2 2-6 100 40. 57 16. 95 0. 66 7. 24 0. 75 2. 39 5. 60 9. 65 20. 93
2-7 110 50, 52 18 82 0. 83 8 04 0. 85 2. 68 6. 28 9. 46 20. 67
2-8 120 52. 07 18 06 0. 86 777 0. 72 2. 88 6. 70 10. 79 22. 29
2-9 130 54, 03 17. 95 0. 90 7. 78 1. 00 301 6. 94 7. 78 17. 83
2-10 140 52. 21 17. 65 0. 86 7. 58 0. 86 2. 96 6. 89 8 81 19. 71
3-1 150 27. 90 8 42 0. 47 3. 63 0. 55 3. 31 7. 69 6. 60 14. 98
3 3-2 160 30. 31 9. 16 0. 51 3. 86 0. 53 3. 31 7. 85 7. 28 16. 74
3-3 170 30. 07 8 70 0. 50 3. 65 0. 53 3. 46 8 24 6. 89 15. 76
3-4 180 26. 70 6. 21 0. 39 2. 56 0. 59 4. 30 10. 43 4. 34 5. 17
4-1 190 13. 72 4. 24 0. 24 1. 80 0. 37 3. 24 7. 62 4. 86 8 27
4-2 200 11. 21 3. 44 0. 20 1 41 0. 50 3. 26 7. 95 2. 82 —10. 25
4-3 210 25. 68 6. 69 0. 39 2.79 0. 69 3. 84 9. 20 4. 04 3. 08
! 4-4 220 3L 83 6. 58 0. 41 2. 76 0. 46 4. 84 11 53 6. 00 1310
4-5 230 22. 41 5. 89 0. 35 2. 39 0. 45 3. 80 9. 38 5. 31 10. 41
4-6 240 29. 20 7. 12 0. 45 2. 98 0. 50 4. 10 9. 80 5 96 12. 96
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CAVE DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND FOR
HOMININ OCCUPATION AT HUALONGDONG CAVE,
DONGZHI, ANHUI PROVINCE

LI Xiaoli' s DONG Zhe*, PEI Shuwen’, WANG Xiaomin*', WU Xiujie’, LIU Wu*
(1. Beijing Museum of Natural History, Beijing 100050; 2. Institute of Archaeology and Cultural Relics of Anhui Province, Hefei 230061
3. Key Laboratory of Vertebrate Evolution and Human origins, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology,

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044 ; 4. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)

Abstract: The Hualongdong cave, located in Pangwang villege, Yaodu town, Dongzhi County of Anhui
Province at latitude 30°06'34. I' N and longitude 116°56'54. 2' E, and 40 m above sea level, was discovered
in 2006, where unearthed Homo erectus skulls, stone artifacts, and large number of animal fossils. The
cave bears great significance on the study of human evolution, lithic technology., and adaptive behaviors of
human in South China and has therefore raised great attentions from the public and scholars. Preliminary
U-series dating and study of mammalian fauna assemblages indicate that early hominin colonized the site
most probably in Middle Pleistocene. This paper devotes our work on regional geology, cave development
and mammalian fanua, and analyzing data of clay minerals and oxides from sediments.

The cave, as part of the Yangtze stratigraphic region, is geologically situated in the transitional zone
between the stratigraphic subzones of the Lower Yangtze and the South of Yangtze. The cave is developed
in the stripped micrite limestone of the Tushan Formnation, Middle Cambrian. The site and its adjacent
area are dominated by low mountains, gentle hills and lake plains. The cave is formed by the movement
and dissolution of fracture water along the verticle fissures in the early stage, and then by horizontal water
movement later on for further karst development. The entrance of the cave opens to the southwest with
few deposits in the cave, while a karst depression was developed outside the cave. Due to the collapse of
the stone outside the current entrance of the cave, abundant sediments including breccia and red clay are
deposited within the depression, with a total thickness of more than 4 m. Gravity is the predominate agent
of deposition. Human fossils, stone artifacts, and animal remains are recovered from the layers 3 and 4 at
the lower part of the section, with a total thickness more than 2 m.

In order to reconstruct the environmental background and the impact of human activities, systematic
analysis of the mammalian fauna, clay minerals as well as oxides from sediments have been carried out by
the authors. It is inferred that the climate and environment were warm and humid then to some extent,
and favorable for human survive, as a typical climate background on the north margin of the north subtrop-
ical zone. It should be noted that human fossils, stone artifacts, and mammalian fossils are mainly distrib-
uted in the layer 3 and 4 of breccia or the lower part of the section, of which the environment was relatively
cooler and drier than the environment of the upper part of the section. The climate and environment were
optimal to flourish of grass, bamboo grove, and forest, as well as animals, which might lead to the inten-
sified occupation of early hominins during the period while the layers 3 and 4 was formed in Middle Pleisto-
cene. In brief, for study of human occupation of the region during Middle Pleistocene, the Hualongdong
cave may provide significant information.

Key words: Homo erectus ; cave development; living environment; Middle Pleistocene; Hualongdong cave



