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A NEW EMYDID FROM THE EOCENE OF
MAOMING, KWANGTUNG

,
CHow, MincHEN AND YEH, HSIANG-K'UEI

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Palacoanthropology, Acaiemia Sinica)

(Summary)

A new emydid turtle, Isometremys lacuna gen. et sp. nov. collected from the Upper
Eocene of Maoming, Kwangtung, is described in the present note. From the same beds
reptilian fossils including of Anosteira maomingensis, Aspideretes impressus®, Tomistoma
petrolica had been described (Chow, 1955; Yeh, 1958). The new form from Maoming
is the first record of this chelonian group known in South China.

Family Emydidae
Genus Isometremys gen. nov.
Isometremys lacuna sp. nov.

Material ~ So far only two specimens are available for studying. One which is
selected as type is an internal mould (V. 1049) missing the left and posterior marginals,
but the sutures between all the preserved carapacic and plastral plates are for the most
part distinctly shown on the specimen. The other one, the paratype, also an internal
mould (V. 1003), is nearly complete and enable us to have a faitly accurate evaluation
of the general shape of the shell, but most of the sutures between the vatious bony com-
ponents are obsolete and hardly decipherable.

Locality and Horizon  Specimen IVPP No. V. 1003 from Kingtang, Maoming,
Kwangtung; V. 1049 is probably from the same district. Upper Eocene.

Diagnosis  Shell broad and flat, length equal to-width. Carapace slightly convex,
with broadly rounded anterior margin. Neurals hexagonal, with short-lateral side anterior,
wider than long except the first one; anterior borders of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th
neural curve slightly backwards. Plastron large and broad, and suturally connected with
the carapace. Bridge wide antero-posteriorly; its width much greater than the length of
the anterior or posterior lobe.

From the paratype (V. 1003) it is seen that the shell is nearly equal in length and
width (about 205 mm.) or only very slightly wider than long. Fot measurement of the
various neurals of type reference is made to the table in the China text.

The plastron is characterized by its large size and unusual great breadth of the
bridge, which measures 115 mm. on the ‘paratype, and is about twice the length of its
anterior or posterior lobe. ‘The lobes are comparatively short. The entoplastron is
sub-rhomboid in shape, with acute anterior angle and broad. posterior angle. The hyo-

* Yeh Hsiang-k’uei: Fossil Turtles of China (in press).
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hypoplastral suture intersect the plastron transversely and divide the iatter into two parts
roughly equal in size.

Remarks The specimens described above differ markedly from the other known
forms of the family. A nearer comparison is seen between the present form and
Sharemys described by Gilmore (1931) from Lower Oligocene of Shara Murun district
in Inner Mongolia. Both have flatly broad shell and same outline of the posterior neurals.
But the Inner Mongolian form has smaller and relatively longer carapace, and differs from
our specimen in having protruding epiplastral plates and peculiarly constructed pectoral

scufes.
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