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A NEW SPECIES OF POT AMOCHOERUS FROM
CHINHSIEN, SHANSI

Lree Yu-cHiNG

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Palacoanthropology. Acclemia Sinica)

(Summary)

A new species of Potamochoerus is described in this paper. The fossils were from
the district of Chinhsien, Shansi. No direct information as to their stratigraphical
horizon is available. From the matrix adhering to the bones it is known that the fossils
were originally derived from some sandy beds, consisting chiefly of unconsolidated
coarse-grained vyellow sands. This kind of sediments are of common occurrence and
rather typical of the Lower Plcistocene of that region; and other mammalian fossils, such
as those of Equus cf. sammeniensis have been known there-from. Therefore, the suid
fossils under ccnsideration arce very likely of Early Pleistocenc (or Nihowan) age.

Potamochoerus chinhsienensis sp. nov.
(PI. T and II)

Type: A partial male skull with complete posterior part, nearly complete upper
jaws with all cheek teeth (P'—M?) and incisors (I'—I%); an astragalus, a calcancus and meta-
tarsals II—IV. All the tecth and bones belong almost certainly to a single individual.

Diagnosis: Besides the characters of this genus, P. chindisienensis is characterized
by the large back surface of skull, which is ncarly ““ | "-shaped, and by the smallness
of the orbit. Last upper molar with relatively short talon divided by a central cleft
which divided the talon into two equal cusps. P! very small with diastema separating
it from P2

The above cited characteristics serve to distinguish the new  species from P
hyotherioides (Schl.) from the Chinese Pliocene, with which the new species of Chinhsien
shows closer affinity, but is evidently more advanced in the construction of skull and
cheek teeth.
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