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IERBEHRE(EM) Ulausuodon parvus sp. nov.
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F ISR R LB (B . 220K)
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parvus sp. nov. | chowi velaunus*® deflectus armatus
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Cf. Ulausuodon sp.
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A NEW EOCENE ANTHRACOTHERE

Hu CHANG-KANG

(Insiitute of Vertebrate Palaeontology and Palacoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)

The present paper gives in the main the description of a new form of bothriodont an-
thracothere discovered in 1959 at Ula Usu, Shara Murum district, Inner Mongolia. The
material was collected by a group of Chinese and Soviet paleontologists while working
in that district. The new form is of interest because it is from Eocene deposits and
more primitive than all the known genera or species of the bothriodont anthracotheres.

DESCRIPTION

Infraorder Ancodonta
Family Anthracotheriidae

Genus Ulausuodon gen. nov.

Type species: Ulausuodon parvus sp. nov.
Diagnosis: as in type species.

Ulausuodon parvus sp. nov.

Holotype: A fragment of left maxilla with M,—M;. V2808.

Locality and Horizon: The type locality of the Upper Eocene Shara Murum
Formation. Late Eocene; Shara Murum Formation.

Diagnosis: Small Anthracotheroids. Upper molars 5-cuspidate. Protocone conical;
paracone and metacone markedly cresentic, deeply concave widely separated by cross-
valley invadeding the convex mesostyle; parastyle not developed; a cingulum encircles the
cusps internally, as well as on the anterior and posterior margins.

Descriptions: Molars 5-cuspidate: protocone conical and almost equal to the para-
cone in height; its posterior horn is united to the protoconule, while the anterior horn
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runs forward to the transverse valley; protoconule is rather small, conical; paracone and
metacone markedly cresentic and deeply concave; due to the development of the large
styles, the bartels are rather prominant; metaconule is smaller than protoconule; parastyle
is well developed; mesostyle is broad, slightly convex, metastyle is barely developed;
cingula enciccle the cusps internally, as well as on the antetior and posterior margins.

Comparison and Discussion: Of the two main groups of anthracotheres, the
stratigraphical range of the bothriodonts or crescentic-cusped forms are from Early Oligo-
cene to Early Miocene. No fossils of this type has been known from Eocene. On the
other hand the bunodont anthracotheres were already abundant in Eocene.

The characters of the molars show that Ulausuodon is more primitive than all the
known bothriodonts; but it already possesses the basic bothriodonts molars pattern, as
is shown in the structure of its crescentic paracone and metacone, a wide trench-like trans-
verse valley and the broad mesostyle.

A small species of bothriodont anthracotheres represented by a lower molar frag-
ment from Upper Eocene of southern Sinkiang (Chow, 1958) is close to Ulausuodon in
size, and probably in basic molar structute as well. It may also belong to this genus.

Ulausuodon differs from Bothriodon chowi mainly in being much smaller in size and
in the feable development of the mesostyle, therefore is more primitive.

The teeth differ from those of Aepinacodon and Elomeryx also by their smaller size,
smaller transverse valley and the structure of the molars cusps. '

Cf. Ulausuodon sp.

Material: A fragment of mandible with DP,—M, kept in IVPP. V2807.

Locality and Horizon: Possibly Kwangsi; Yuning Series (?). Upper Eocene.

Description: The mandible is rather slender and of small size. Protoconid and
hypoconid are selenodont in form. There are four ridges on the metaconid, the third ridge
is feebly developed, united with postetior hotn of protoconid. There are 3 ridges on the
endoconid, the second one of which is connected to the anterior horn of hypoconid.
Cingulum absent externaly.

This specimen is quite similar to the tooth from Sinkiang mentioned above. It is also
close to that Botfriodon chowi except being of much smaller size. Its size and molar
structure show that it may be compared with the new Shara Murum species.
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