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A SIMPLIFIED METHOD OF REPLICAS OF TOOTH SURFACES

Cuao Tze-kuer anp Br Chu-zHeEN

(Institute of Vertebrate Palaeontology and Palacoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)

The present paper is a brief description of the technique, the nitrocellulose lacquer-
collodion method in making replicas of tooth surfaces for examination under the optical
mictoscope.

The procedure is: a thin film of 4-petcent collodion (A. R.) is applied to the dry,
cleaned tooth sutface by means of a ball-ended glass rod. When dry, another thin film of
15-percent nitrocellulose lacquer is applied to the first film. It was removed after dry-
ing with a small pair of tweezers from the tooth surface, placed on a slide and pratected
by cover slip. Let it dry for at least 8 hours. Liquid cement was applied to the edge of
the cover slip.

Like the metal-shadowed collodion replicas, the specimen made by technique also
shows the various microstructures of the surface of teeth.



