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F1 MB(IESAL: Z#) (Measurements of neurals, in mm.)

R (N. P.) BAKE (Max. L) BAMB (Max. W.)
1 16 9.5
2 12.5 9
3 16 8.5
+ 12.5 7.5
5 10.5 7
6 15 8
7 5.5 5.5

g 7 & szom
A1 —frEE TR REAERT R

Fig. 1 Sketch of a presumed juvenile carapace, probably
belonging to Plesiochelys
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A TURTLE CARAPACE FROM THE LATE JURASSIC
OF WEIYUAN, SICHUAN

Ye Xiangkui (Yeh Hsiang-k'uei)

(Irtstitvuge of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

Key words Sichuan Late Jurassic Fossil Turtle Morphology

A carapace of fossil turtle from Late Jurassic of Weiyuan County, Sichuan Provinee
is here deseribed. In view of the exposition of the rib-ends, the specimen looks as if a
cheloniid. After the examination, the present author rather considers it a juvenile land
turtle which bears the developing costo-peripheral vacuities, and the peripherals haven’t
connected firmly with its ribs but only sutured with nuchal anteriorly and pygal poste-
riorly. It is therefore that when the peripherals, together with nuchal and pygal, were
damaged, the ends of the ribs exposed.

In the sight of the radiating ridges on the carapace and the exposing ends of ribs,
our specimen is much similar to that one which was from Late Jurassic of Dinosaur
National Monument Quarry, near Vernal, Utah, U. S. A., and was presumed by Gaffney
(1979) as a juvenile shell possibly belonging to Dinochelys whitei, but they differ each
other clearly in the number of neural and in the shape of vertebrals. The present speci-
men is also comparable with Plesiochelys radiplicatus Young et Chow (1953) in the ra-
diating ridges, and with P. oshanensis Yeh (1973) in the form of seventh neural plate,
both were obtained from: the Late Jurassic of our country too, but the Weiyuan turtle
distinguishes still from them by its structure of vertebrals and neurals.

Up to now, two turtle groups have been known by us from Jurassic of Sichuan,
one, without mesoplastron, is represented by Plesiochelys, the other one, with mesoplas-
tron, is represented chiefly by Chenyuchelys. Though the general structures of new
carapace somewhat like those of Plesiochelys, the present author refusses to make an
affirmative dotermination for it because of its incomplete preservation, however, the
Juvenile characters afforded by the specimen are useful helps in studying chelonian
animals,
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(A presumed mwventle carapace, ;u\'(-':’.-h]\' wloneing to Mestoehelvs, dorsal view ).
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