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NOTE ON THE SKIN IMPRINT OF YANGTZEPUS |
YIPINGENSIS FROM SZECHUAN

(Summary)

Younc CHUNG-CHIEN

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleonrology and Palecanthropology, Academia Sinica)

In the description of the footprints of Yangtzepus yipingensis (V. 2473) of Szechuan, I have
pointed out that in all the specimens the imprint of the skin is well preserved. The following
note is the supplementary comment on the previous descriptionD.

Since the three footprints are all the negative ones, the actual surface showing in the figures
represents the real appearance of the skin of the foot.

Owing to the nature of rather coarse sandstone the granulation is not so finely preserved.
As shown in the given plate the arrangement of the granules is not quite regular. Sometimes

1) Young, C. C., 1950, Fossil footprints in China. Vert, Palas, 4, 53—67.
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they are well separated and sometimes they are connected with each other, forming a sort of
vermiculation.

It is interesting to compare the fossil imprint with the actual skin of Adligator sinensis
(plate II). On the whole, they are very similar to each other, both are granulated. But in the
recent form the granulation fs more regularly arranged and also very densely distributed while in
the fossil one they are distributed more at random and rather sparse.

The above observation may reinforce the previous suggestion that the footprints of Szechuan

belong to ornithschian dinosaur and in semiaquatic life.
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Yangtzepus yipingensis Young. The paratype, a right footprint, field number Ac 88. cat. number
of the I[nstitute V. 2473, The entire print in natural size. The larger rectangular at the rightside
represents a part in X2 nat. size reproduced from the posterior part of the print in natural size.
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Upper figure: Two times enlarged part indicated in the lower figure, the foot of dlligator sinensis

shown the structure of the skin.
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