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DISCOVERY OF THE “PEKING MAN” AND INTERNATIONAL
SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION

Zhou Mingzhen*

On October 16, 1927 Dr. Birger Bohlin, a Swedish paleontologist, recovered at Zhoukoudian
in Fangshan County a hominid lower molar woth, the first tooth of the Peking Man 10 have beenr
identified on spot in the field. The late Prof. Davidson Black, 2 Canadian anatomist and anthro-
pologist, made a detailed study of the tooth, together with two teeth excavaied previously from
the same site by the Austrian paleontologist, Otte Zdansky during the field season of 1921 and
1523. The result of the study was published in the same year of 1927, as a fascicle in volume VII

of the monographic series Palacontologica Sinica. It was in this article that the first Chinese

Ape-Man was christianized as “Sinanthropus pekinensis”, coauthored by Black and Zdansky,
with Bohlin’s lower molar as its type specimen.
Since the 50%s, the Discovery of the Peking Man had been celebrated, successively, in 1954
(25 vears), 1859 (30 years) and 1979 (30 years jubilee), supposedly to be on a day in the month
of Decermber, designating the recovery of the first skull cap, unearthed by the late Prof. W. C.
Pei of IVPP (then the Cenozoic Research Laboratory) on December 2nd, in 1929, ie. 60  vears
ago, the anniversary we are here gathering to commemaorate.
Therefore, the Day in Ocrober designates the rime thar the hominid nature of the Peking
Man was surely recognized; and the Day in December is worthy commemorating because the st-
atus of thte Peking Man, as an important linken between the Ape and Man, was not generally
recognized until the nature of its skull hecame k nown. Therefore, each of the two days has its
merit to be commemorated- And, nevertheless, the genuine value and significance of the findings
lie in the role these materials played in the scientific interpretation and elucidation of the origin
and evolutionary history of the mankind. 1t was from this angle of view the finding and studies of
the fossils of the Peking Man had bheen monumental in the chronicle of learning of the history
of Man and Nature.
Scientific investigation requires objectivity in thte antittude of the investigators. Bur ir se-
ems difficult to be objective, or non-biased, in the pursuit of knowledge in a science such as an-
thropology, where and when Man studies the origin and higtory of his own self. Besides, there
are other barriers, such as district or regiopal, and national boundaries to cross. Science in its
essence has no awareness of the national houndaty, but view points of the investigarors are apt '
to be cffected, often subconsciously. Personal felings and emotion often rend to hlur the true pic-
ture or patterns emergent from the factual data. Certainly, since after the World War I, es-
pecially in the past one or two decades, this kind of harriers are being removed gradually. And
now, international comtact and cooperation are not only be coming inevirable, but essential for
the growth and in the daily activity of every profession and trade. To the science, and the scien-

tists, the free exchange of information and cooperation are vital to its-development, even to the
very existance of the science.

* Formerly Minchen Chow.
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But even today, from time to time, we still find inconvemence, or difficulty in the free ex—~
change of information and cooperation between countries and among nations and institutions.
. The situarion was more serious and quite different g half century ago. Bur, the finding and re-

search of the Peking Man seem to have been uniquely exceptional. It could be well to serve as a
model case study. It was a masterpiece work of international cooperation in every aspect of its
work from the beginning.

Dr. Johan Gunnar Andersson, the well-known Swedish scientist, who called himself a “min-
ing expert, fossil collector, archaeologist”, woked in China during the middle of 10% (1914) to
late 20°s (1924, 1925, 1926)- Andersson was, by all means, a key man and one of the scientists
who had contributed most to the finding of 1the Pcking Man. I would like to emphasize this here
because Andersson®s contributions to the geology, paleontology and anthropology, besides arch-
aeology. had not only been pioneering, but in 2 number of ways foundarional to the development

—————

of these sciences in China.

“In the summer of 1918, he visited Zhoukoudian for the first time. In the summer of 1921,
he went there again with Zdansky and Walter Granger, a paleontologist from MNew York. The
Trio spoted the fossil site of Lao-Niu-Kow and toasted for the discovery of the locality, later
named as Loc. 1, or the Peking Man Site. They certainly did not realize then that that place
t would someday become a site of world fame and an UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE.

Now on QOctober 22 of the year 1926, when the Crown Prince and Crown Princess of Swe-
| den were visiting Peking, a scientific meeting was held in their honor. Before the end of chis
‘r meering of academic notables, Dr, Andersson announced the discovery of the fossil hominid from

Zhoukoudian.
l It was mainly at the incentive and inspiration of this news, that a major imporiant cooper—
: ative project to study the Zhoukoudian Site was initiated and propheted the founding of the
) Cenozoic Research Laboratory, the precursor of the present 1VPP,
t@ Then, came the memorable year of 1927 when Bohlin found the molar tooth, based on which
| Black coined the name Sinanthropus pekinensis.
I Afrer this, came the monumental year of 1929, The Cenozoic Research Laboratory was of-
! ficially founded under the Geological Survey with financial supports of the Rockefeller Found-
ation and W.C. Pei discovered the first sknll of the Peking Man, which, together with other ho—
: minid findings, were intensively studied by Blick. The status of the Peking Man (and the Java
Man)} as the link between ape and man werg well justified. Along with the progress of study of
the human fossils, other collaborated geological and paleontological work came along rapidly in
pace. This included the geological invesrigation of the district by the Chinese geologist C. Li on
topography, the French Father Pierre Teilhard de Chardin and C.C. Young on the Cenozoic

v geology and mammalian fossils, and Teilhard de Chardin and Pei, and Abbé Breuil on the pa—
5 leolithic artifacts etc. Evidences of the use of fire by the Peking Man was also convincingly de-
monstrated. All the work of the Laboratory was under the masterly directorship of Dr. V. K.
Ting, the Honorary Director of the Laburatory, and Dr. W.H. Wang, the Director of the Geo-
logical Survey, and Dr. Black who was the Director and coordinator of the Laboratory work.
Orher scienttsts who had worked here include M. N. Bien and L. P, Chia {both beginning in
k ‘ 1931} and George Barbour, a Scotiish/American geologist, and Y. Y. Li (another Chinese geo-
Togist).

-
L]

As a result of the efficient cooperative work of this international ream, in 1933, that is in
less than five years since the founding of the Cenozoic Research Laboratery, a volume summa-
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wizing the results of the paleoanthropological studies in  China was published wich the ticle of
“‘Fossil Man in China: The Choukouticn cave deposits with a synopsis of our present knowledge
of the late Cenozoic in China”. This classical volume was coauthored by the quartet consisting of
Black, Teilhard de Chardin, Young and Pei. This and similar forms of coauthorship nowadays
have become a common place practice, but it was almost a novelty in the 30’.

From the retrospect of the history of finding and study of the Zhoukoudian site, [ would
Tike to turn back to the thematic point of my talk.

First, a science like palecanthropology could hardly exist, or not be able to progress sound-
Ty without broad and close international cooperation and interchange of informations. The Zh-
<ukoudian case sets a good example, and serves well as a model case study for future work.

Secondly, we can do justice in saying that “Zhoukoudian™ is a product of international
<ooperation, or if there were no opportune, closeand wellcoordinated international cooperation,
and above all the masterly directorship of the Institution in charge of the work chere would hawve
been no Zhoukoudian (in its comtext as we underscand). These words seem to be very much exage-
rated. But I wauld call awention to the fact by imagining how many fossil hominid and anthropoid
weeth (such as those of Gigenropithecus) had been pulverized by apothecaries and lost to science
for good, when they were not opportunely taken care of.

Thirdly, a brief historical review of the Zhoukoudian case shows that a research project, or
a “laboratory™, could progress much faster with closer and well-organized international cooper-
ation, The brillianc results gained by the Cenozic Research Laboratory in a possibly short span of
tme point clearly to such an inference. After 1979, when PRC opens its door to the west again,
<omes a period of revival of the partnership between Chinese scientists and those from the wese.
“This has ushered a new boom in the palecanthropogical study in China.

(Received June 19, 199D)
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